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The Cross of Christ, the 
Place of God’s Solidarity 
with Humanity 

Almost at the beginning of Holy Week I 
am experiencing, together with Father Vi-
tus, the final stages of the canonical visi-
tation to the communities of the Democra-
tic Republic of the Congo. We began this 
visitation on 9 March. 

The reality of the Congolese people is one of 
great poverty, often of destitution, yet lived with 
serene dignity and a strong spirit of sacrifice and 
hard work. The Congolese people are a people 
who, in order to survive each day, earn their living 
along the roads of villages and towns through the 
trade of their own produce. If they do not trade, 
they do not sell; if they do not sell, they do not 
obtain the money needed to eat and to feed their 
families. The streets thus become a hive of activi-
ty, ingenuity and creativity, aimed at attracting 
the attention of passers-by and persuading them 
to buy the goods displayed on market stalls or 
carefully arranged on a blanket laid directly on 
the pavement. One is struck by the constant flow 
of people, the coming and going, the clamour 

Dear Confreres, 



and the way in which goods are presented as the freshest and 
the best. 

Our confreres told me this very clearly: if they do not sell, 
they do not eat; they do not live; they cannot support their fami-
lies. It is here, dear confreres, that my reflection at the beginning 
of Holy Week takes shape. I said this very morning when meet-
ing all the confreres of the Congolese communities: love your 
people as God loves them, by offering himself for us on the 
cross. You are part of this people by birth. From this people you 
have received life, faith, and the opportunity to enter religious 
life and to become priests. For their sake God has called you, 
consecrated you and sent you in his name to love them and to 
serve them on the journey of their lives. Not to take an interest 
in them, not to support them in the development of their lives, 
not to share their standard of living, is to fail to take an interest 
in, to support and to share the lives of those whom God loves 
with a preferential love. 

The chapter fathers of one of our General Chapters were truly 
right when they presented to us the perspective that “the poor 
evangelise us”. The poor help us to become united with God in 
solidarity; they sustain us by their example in becoming, day af-
ter day, forma Christi, making Him the centre, the meaning and 
the goal of our existence. It is not essential to have a bank ac-
count or economic security for tomorrow; it is enough to be 
content with what life and work offer us each day. Certainly, we 
have works to maintain, and this is a great responsibility that 
requires commitment, but our hearts must not be attached to 
money. It is a matter of the solidarity of sharing rather than 
hoarding, of the willingness not to regard as essential for our-
selves what is not even imaginable or dreamt of by many broth-
ers and sisters. This is what Christ did on the cross. He made no 
distinctions: He loved everyone, paying personally for everyone, 
because everyone, without exception, is a son, a brother, a sis-
ter. 

As we celebrate Easter, dear confreres, let us avoid waste on 
our tables; let us too, like Christ, become united in solidarity 
with those who, even on that day, will be hungry, will work until 
evening to live and to help others live. Let us pray for them, that 
the Resurrection of Christ may strengthen their faith and enable 
them always to live their situation with dignity. 

Kinshasa, 29 marzo 2026 
Fr. Umberto
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I t is well known that the excessive repetition of a message generates monotony, 
nullifying its communicative effect. If not balanced with innovation, constant 
repetition leads to stagnation, turning actions or concepts into empty and 

predictable routines, endured rather than lived. 
Perhaps this has happened to us as well in recent years: increasingly in‑depth 

studies on the thought of the Founder have enriched us with “formulas” drawn from his 
writings which, over time, have ceased to inspire us. For this reason, it is striking to 
reread, in the homily delivered by the Superior General, Fr Umberto Brugnoni, at the 
conclusion of the XXI General Chapter on 24 October 2024, the call to “re‑place the 
Father at the centre of our lives”, reminding us that, following in the footsteps of Don 
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Don Gabriele Cantaluppi’s reflection addresses the development of Guanellian spirituality 
over time, warning about the historical risk of reducing the thought of our founder, Luigi 
Guanella, to repetitive and empty formulas. It recalls the renewal proposed in the 21st 
General Chapter of 2024, which invites a return to the original experience of God’s 
fatherhood. This idea is rooted in the Christian tradition, especially in the letters of Saint 
Paul the Apostle, which define believers as children of God through Baptism. In the 19th 
century, Don Guanella translated this theology into a concrete and familial experience, 
connected to the social context and the care of the poor.
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Guanella, “the experience of the Fatherhood of God, which makes us all children in the 
fatherhood of the beloved Son, is an experience that has enthused the whole 
Congregation”. 

It is certainly a key element of our Guanellian identity to have a “firm awareness of the 
urgency of retracing the steps of the Founder in living immersed in an intense experience 
of the Fatherhood of God, from which our life as persons consecrated to the Kingdom in 
the service of the poor takes shape” (Final Document, XXI Gen. Chapter). At the same 
time, it is a seed of vocational flourishing: “we feel the need to give depth to fraternal 
relationships and to affection so that they may become concrete, intelligible and 
vocationally attractive signs” (ibid.). 

The first gesture of God’s fatherhood towards us lies in His decision to create us. Just 
as, for parents, bringing a child into the world makes real a profound desire to love, so 
God has chosen us freely and lovingly to be His children: “‘To love you, He did not wait for 
you to stand before Him. A father loves his son when he knows he is on the way to him. 
The Lord, from eternal ages, foresaw you coming, and from eternity He began to love you 
with most tender affection.’ (Idem, Nel mese del fervore, Opera omnia, vol. I, p. 1158).” 

Reflecting on one’s own personal story, each of us could re‑place the Father at the 
centre of our lives, recovering that hope which generates self‑confidence, remembering 
that we are always children, no matter what. We may be sinners, fragile, we may fail in 
what Consecrated Life asks of us, but the Father will never take from us the fact that we 
are His children. We will always be able to say before Him, “You are my Father, I am your 
son.” St Paul reminded the Christians of Thessalonica: God’s faithfulness does not depend 
on humanity, but on His very nature: “If we are unfaithful, He remains faithful, for He 
cannot deny Himself” (2 Tim 2:13). 

For Fr. Guanella, the experience of sonship begins with a deep family experience, lived 
within a large and strong family. This experience is then transposed spiritually: all people 
are brothers and sisters, children of the same Father. He himself experienced it in his own 
family, and described it using a rich variety of images, images elevated to express God’s 
affection, closeness, encouragement and festive love towards each one of us. 

The experience of a received fatherhood also shapes the character of the child. 
Parental love is the fundamental pillar for the healthy development of children, providing 
emotional security, self‑esteem and crucial support from birth. It is not limited to 
affection, but includes the capacity to care, protect and guide, creating a stable family 
environment and secure attachment. This love transforms the couple and helps children 
grow in autonomy. 
John Bowlby, british psychologist, physician and psychoanalyst, who developed 
attachment theory by studying the nature of parent–child bonds and the development of 
emotional ties within the family, highlighted how the relationship between a child and the 
caregiver is primarily an emotional one, and how an individual’s personality begins to take 
shape in the earliest years of life. “I cannot indicate,” writes Freud, “a childhood need of 
comparable intensity to the need children have to be protected by the father.” 
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For us, the experience of sonship is also realised in community life, which in the 
Guanellian view stems from an intense family experience lived within a large and solid 
family. This experience is transposed spiritually: all people are brothers and sisters, 
children of the same Father. 

Our religious family’s name should also remind us of this: Servants of Charity, in Latin, 
in its official form Servorum a Charitate. It does not primarily indicate that we are 
servants of charity, but that we are servants originating from Charity—from that Charity 
written with a capital letter to highlight the Source, the supernatural spring from which we 
have come forth. 

Divine fatherhood (God as Father), for Don Guanella, is not a theory but a lived reality, 
concerning the spiritual realm and expressed as an event—something that brings about 
radical change, a new way of being. 

Our texts, in the light of Christian revelation, emphasise the dignity of the human 
person created in the image and likeness of God. They affirm that every person—unique 
and unrepeatable—is loved by God and capable of love; endowed with cognitive and 
volitional faculties, each one is essentially defined by his or her relationship with God and 
with others (Ratio Formationis, p. 21, n. 12). 

The event that made us children was our Baptism. St Paul states that the identity 
received through baptism is entirely new, one that overrides differences at the ethnic–
religious level—“there is neither Jew nor Greek”—and at the social level: “there is neither 
slave nor free; there is no male and female” (Gal 3:28). 

“Children of God” is the biblical term he primarily uses to define Christians as heirs and 
adopted children of God, characterised by the freedom of love and communion with 
Jesus. 

The concept implies filial trust, like the faith of a child in their father. In Jesus Christ, 
everyone, through Baptism, receives the grace of becoming a child of God and of calling 
Him in the Spirit: Abba, Father! 

But we relive baptism in the profession of our religious vows: thus these too become an 
expression of our divine sonship. Fr. Guanella embraces the doctrine of St Thomas 
Aquinas, who compares religious profession to a second Baptism: “Baptism wipes away all 
grave and venial sins; in religious profession, the novice learns to detest every kind of evil 
and to guard himself against it at any cost. In Baptism the doors of the Church are 
opened so that one may be introduced as though into the antechamber of the great 
palace; in religious profession all enter the intimate rooms. In Baptism one becomes a 
child of God; in religious profession one becomes a friend of Jesus Christ” (Reg SdC 1910 
– Op. Omn. IV, 1274). 

All are children of God and are watched over by Him. Even those who have not yet 
encountered Him, who do not have the gift of faith, can still find the way in the good 
things they believe in: they can find strength in the love for their own children, for their 
family, for their brothers and sisters. A person may say: “I cannot pray because I do not 
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believe.” Yet at the same time they may believe in the love of those around them, and 
there find hope: “Jesus is your Father. You can clearly see that every father desires the 
good of his children. But if an earthly father were to fail in helping his own, the heavenly 
Father will never fail you” (Andiamo al Paradiso – Op. Omn. III, 535). 

The conciliar document Gaudium et Spes emphasises that “The desire for God is 
written in the human heart, because man is created by God and for God; and God never 
ceases to draw man to Himself, and only in God will man find the truth and happiness he 
never stops searching for… From his very birth man is invited to communion with God: he 
would not exist were he not created by God’s love and constantly preserved by Him out of 
love; nor does he live fully according to truth unless he freely acknowledges that love and 
entrusts himself to his Creator (GS 19,1).” 

For this reason, all are children of God, even those who are far away or who behave 
badly (such as criminals), for God’s creative act is not erased by sin. 

But Baptism strengthens this belonging, allowing the Holy Spirit to enter the conscience 
and sealing sonship and brotherhood. The Catechism reminds us: “Having become a 
member of the Church, the baptised person no longer belongs to himself, but to Him who 
died and rose for us. Therefore, he is called to be subject to others and to serve them in 
the communion of the Church” (CCC 1269). 

Yet one becomes a child of God; it is not automatic. Terrorists, unbelievers, those who do 
not love cannot be considered children of God. In the prologue of St John (1:12) it is written 
that they are children of God who “received Him… who believe in His name.” It is true that 
those who have received Baptism are fully children of God; but that alone is not enough—
one must believe and observe His teachings. Otherwise, we are simply creatures of God. 

The sonship of which Paul speaks in the Letter to the Galatians is not the general one 
that involves all men and women as children of the one Creator. He states that faith 
allows us to become children of God “in Christ”: this is the novelty. It is this “in Christ” 
that makes the difference. Not merely children of God like everyone—all human beings are 
children of God, whatever religion they may profess. But “in Christ” is what makes the 
difference for Christians, and this happens only through participation in Christ’s 
redemption, which begins in us through the sacrament of Baptism. Jesus became our 
brother, and through His death and resurrection He reconciled us with the Father. 
Whoever welcomes Christ in faith, through Baptism is “clothed” with Him and with the 
dignity of being a child. 

The Italian word carità has for us a twofold meaning. It is associated with the Greek 
term cháris, meaning grace, benevolence, or gift. And in the context of the New 
Testament, it was chosen to translate the Greek word agápē, which means selfless, 
unconditional and fraternal love, distinct from passionate (eros) or friendly (philia) love. It 
therefore reminds us of a gift given to us in order to be shared. 

Fr. Gabriele Cantaluppi
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LETTER OF COMMUNION TO THE GUANELLIAN FAMILY  
Dearest Daughters of St. Mary of Providence, Servants of Charity, Guanellian 

Cooperators,  
Through this Letter of Communion to the Guanellian Family, we want to inform you, 

as we have shared events and messages for the past, about some initiatives that the 
two General Councils and the World Council of the cooperators would like to 
accomplish together this year.  

We recently celebrated the feast of Epiphany, the manifestation of the Son of God to 
all the peoples, the Word made flesh for love of humanity, the Firstborn who was ready, 
through His self-sacrifice, to bring back every human being to the communion with the 
Father and the heavenly inheritance.   

In a short time, we will celebrate the Feast of the Presentation, image of the 
total offering made by Jesus, the “light to enlighten all peoples” and the “sign 
of contradiction, to reveal the thoughts of many hearts”.  

The contemplation of the beginning of the life on earth of the Son of God, the Holy 
Year that we just concluded, and pope Leo XIV’ invitation encourage us to revive the 
centrality of the Christ in our lives, as individuals and as Guanellian Family.  

Our Holy Founder repeatedly reminded us:  
• Our progress is in getting close to Jesus Christ as much as possible! (OO, vol. 

I p.426).  
• Bond of union is a spirit of prayer such that the soul moves always at God’s 

presence and constantly follows in everything the examples of Jesus Christ. 
(OO, vol. IV p.223).  

• You must by exercising the holy virtues, accomplish in your heart an image of 
holiness resembling Jesus Christ, your father and master. (OO, vol. III p. 148).  

Therefore, we want to give new energy to the common journey in spiritual life of the 
Guanellian Family, to strengthen the communion among us and to revive the missionary 
spirit.      

www.operadonguanella.it - centro.comunicazione@guanelliani.it
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There are already some local experiences shared by DSMP, SdC, and GC, with this aim, 
like the Spiritual Exercises for the Guanellian Family, that this year can be organised by 
the Provinces; the shared planning of the Provincial Councils – as it has been done for 
years in Brazil – tracing a common journey of formation and spirituality. Also some 
initiatives were born spontaneously born from the collaboration between communities like 
the one involving Barza d’Ispra and Pianello del Lario with meeting of dialogue, formation, 
exchange and prayer in common, without forgetting occasions of feast and relax.  

It is commendable to foster and take examples by these experiences in order to 
reinforce the bond uniting us as Guanellian Family. Let us never forget that, heirs of the 
same spiritual patrimony, we share the commitment to go deeper into St. Louis Guanella’s 
charism to update and spread it, for the good of the people of God.  

Our proposals for this year:  
• are not replacing, but go side-by-side with the ones in program in the different 

Countries;  
• are for all Guanellians in the world, even when the number of participants must be 

limited, hoping to give possibilities of participation in future years;  
• are opportunities for those who desire to dedicate time and space for formation, 

contemplation, service of prayer;  
• are opportunities of growth and maturation as Guanellian Family.  

They are as follows:  

  1).   Formation to the Charism “Gualdera: forti propositi di bene” (strong 
resolutions for good)  

We re-propose of the month of September 2026 the experience successfully carried on 
last year. For this year it is directed to English-speaking Sisters, Confreres and Cooperators.   

It is an initiative of permanent formation involving the three branches of the Guanellian 
family: a period of intense study, reflection and sharing, going back to the sources of our 
charism and thinking together, with creative fidelity, how the charism should be expressed 
today in the different places of our mission.    

It will begin Sunday, August 30 at the Shrine of Sacred Heart in Como, closing at Como 
Sunday September 20. The program is being prepared.    

Superiors of the Provinces, Delegations, and Nation Coordinators will indicate the names 
of participants to the General and World Councils.    

www.operadonguanella.it - centro.comunicazione@guanelliani.it

«Nulla sarebbe più pericoloso di abituarsi  
alle cose di Dio senza vivere di Dio» 

Papa Leone XIV

http://www.operadonguanella.it
mailto:centro.comunicazione@guanelliani.it


 2).  Experience of contemplation at Fraciscio  

Last year four confreres lived in the Guanella House at Fraciscio a fraternal life of 
contemplation, prayer and study.  

This year we offer the possibility to a small group of Sisters, Confreres, and 
Cooperators who desire to have a time dedicated to contemplation in a Guanellian spirit, 
to spend 10 days at Fraciscio with the guide of a monk.   

It is meant to be a particular time of listening, prayer, silence; a special time to meet 
the Lord, recharge our heart and soul’s batteries, in order to better love and serve our 
brethren in His name.  

The period will be from 1st to 10th of May. In a short time, the program will be given. 
Those interested can inform their Superior or Referent. There is accommodation for no 
more than 6 or 7 persons. The experience can be repeated later on.  
   
  

3). Network of Guanellian prayer  

It is the initiative of a small group of religious and lay Guanellians, welcomed by the 
General and World Councils.  It is addressed to all those who, for different reasons, feel 
they “are not doing enough”, that their usual service, witness and prayer is too little 
compared to the needs of the Guanellian Works today and to the needs of the poor in the 
world.  

Urged by the “we can never stop” said by don Guanella, convinced that “it is God 
who does”, they offer a special service of prayer: they spend regularly some time alone 
with the Lord, added to the usual moments of prayer that everybody has in his schedule, 
in union of spirit with the persons and the activity of the Guanellians.  

The proposal is a weekly personal moment of adoration, praise, thanksgiving and a 
daily intercession for the Guanellian family and the many poor of the world, following a 
common scheme and particular intentions that will be sent, to be part of a “network”, 
even if each one is at his/her place, choosing the best moment.  

The persons in charge and more details will be made known in a short time.  
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Besides these experiences, during the year we shall have the opportunity of sharing 
some important moments:  

• the presentation and handing over of the new text of Constitutions and 
Regulations of the Servants of Charity, at Como on the solemnity of the 
Sacred Heart, June 12, and at Rome on June 20;  

• the Second World Assembly of the Guanellian Cooperators, with the election 
of the new World Council, at Rome on October 7 to 11.  

For both these events, more information will be given.  
Let us thank the Lord for calling us to be part of his family on the footsteps of St. 

Louis Guanella, and let us continue to share joys and sorrows, labours and hopes, to 
move on together on the ways of Providence.    

The best wishes for good to each and every one!  
  

Roma, 24 gennaio 2026 

Memoria di San Francesco di Sales 
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Dall’11 novembre al 3 dicembre 2025 il Superiore generale, insieme ai 
consiglieri generali p. Gustavo De Bonis e p. Francesco Sposato, hanno preso 
parte ai festeggiamenti dei 100 anni di presenza dell’Opera don Guanella in Argentina e 
hanno visitato le comunità lì presenti. 

Dal 14 dicembre 2025 al 24 gennaio 2026 il consigliere generale p. Vitus 
Unegbu ha visitato le comunità guanelliane in Nigeria (Africa) 

Il Vicario generale dal 27 febbraio al 26 aprile sarà in visita alle comunità 
guanelliane della Divine Providence Province (India, Sri Lanka e USA) 

Il Superiore generale dal 9 al 31 marzo ha visitato le comunità guanelliane della 
Repubblica Democratica del Congo (Africa). Lo ha accompagnato il consigliere 
generale p. Vitus Unegbu.  

Il consigliere generale, p. Gustavo De Bonis, ha preso parte dal 9 al 13 marzo 
all’Assemblea della Delegazione Europea San Luigi Guanella (Germania, Polonia, 
Romania e Spagna) riunita nella Casa don Guanella di Barza d’Ispra (VA).
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Dal Seminario Teologico 
in Roma 
Il 19 marzo 2026 presso la Chiesa San Giuseppe in 
via Aurelia Antica - Roma i nostri confratelli del  
Seminario Teologico Aurelio Bacciarini hanno rice-
vuto quattro il ministero del lettorato, quattro quel-
lo dell'accolitato e un confratello ha espresso la 
sua dichiarazione di intenti. 

Dalla Provincia  
San Luigi Guanella 

Il 26-27 gennaio a Roma Casa San Giuseppe si è 
tenuto l’incontro formativo per i confratelli parro-
ci, vice-parroci, cappellani, rettori di santuari e 
collaboratori nella pastorale della Provincia San 
Luigi Guanella. L’incontro è stato caratterizzato 
da momenti di comunione e di fraternità, nonché 
da tempi dedicati alla riflessione, alla condivi-
sione e alla preghiera aiutati anche dalla presen-
za di S. Ecc. Mons. Vito Piccinonna vescovo di 
Rieti. 

Il 27-28 gennaio a Roma si è tenuto l’incontro di 
formazione per i confratelli nei primi 5 anni dalla 
professione perpetua (tutorato) della Provincia 
San Luigi Guanella. 

Il 3 febbraio l’amministrazione comunale di 
Monguzzo (CO) ha consegnato il "Biagino d'oro" 
per l'anno 2026 al confratello don Leonello Bigel-
li. Complimenti. 

Il 4-5 febbraio si è tenuto in modalità online la 
Formazione per i confratelli over-75. 

Dalla Provincia  
Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe 

Il 12 dicembre 2025 è stato celebrato il 30° an-
niversario della Casa Guanelliana di Amozoc 
(Messico), dedicata a Nostra Signora di 
Guadalupe.  

Il 19 dicembre nella comunità di São Paulo 
(Brasile) sono stati festeggiati anche i 55 anni di 
sacerdozio del confratello guanelliano p. Ivo 
Ladislau Catani. Auguri e benedizioni! 

Venerdì 23 gennaio 2026 a Oran (Argentina) 
presso Casa Divina Providencia hanno rinnovato 
la loro professione religiosa i confratelli guanel-
liani Eric Soares Ferreira e Jefferson Caetano de 
Sousa appartenenti alla Provincia Nuestra Seno-
ra de Guadalupe. 

Domenica 25 gennaio 2026 ad Asuncion (Pa-
raguay) presso la Parrocchia La Piedad, prima 
Professione Religiosa dei confratelli Eliseo Esco-
bar e Venicio Araujo (Paraguay), Kevin Vasquez 
(Colombia) e Gaston Zenteno (Argentina). 

Nella Paróquia Nossa Senhora dos Remédios 
(Brasile) sabato 7 febbraio 2026 è stato ordinato 
sacerdote il confratello P. Francisco Erivan 
Nascemento dos Santos.  

Sabato 28 febbraio 2026 P. Jean Wester 
Lenescart è stato ordinato sacerdote nella Paro-
quia Santuario Nossa Senhora do Trabalho a 
Porto Alegre - RS (Brasile). È il primo sacerdote 
guanelliano haitiano. 

Il 19 marzo solenni celebrazioni per l'80° anniver-
sario della Parrocchia São José do Patrocínio a 
Santa Maria - Brasile. 

Il 21 marzo celebrazione del 35° anniversario 
della Casa de Acogida de Limache (Cile) con la 
partecipazione della comunità religiosa e di un 
gruppo di residenti dell'Hogar San Ricardo de 
Batuco (Cile). 

Dalla Divine  
Providence Province  

Il 20-21 gennaio a Chennai (India) si è tenuto il 
meeting dei formatori della Divine Providence 
Province. 

Dal 25 al 26 gennaio è stato organizzato l'incon-
tro dei Giovani Guanelliani. Essi provenivano da 
diverse comunità, tra cui Bangalore, Cuddalore, 
Dindigul, Vatluru, Kunnamalai e Chennai. 

Il 4-5 febbraio 2026 al Don Guanella Major Semi-
nary di Poonamallee-Chennai (India) si sono in-
contrati per un momento di formazione e di con-
divisione gli animatori missionari e i parroci 
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A marzo è stato celebrato il 150° anniversario del-
la Sacred Heart Parish in East Providence (USA). 

Dal 17 al 19 marzo presso il St. Joseph's Minor 
Seminary di Cuddalore (India) è stata organizzata 
la scuola guanelliana che ha visto la parteci-
pazione di confratelli e consorelle, come anche 
del vicario generale p. Soosai Rathinam. 

Dalla Vice Provincia Africana 
Nostra Signora della Speranza  

Domenica 14 dicembre, nella 3° domenica di 
Avvento, a Kinshasa (Rep. Dem. Congo) sono stati 
ammessi 8 giovani al postulandato, 4 giovani 
hanno fatto la loro dichiarazione di intenti e 5 
confratelli sono stati istituiti Lettori.  

Il 18 dicembre 2025 nella comunità di "House of 
Providence" (Ibadan - Nigeria) i confratelli Inno-
cent Agorchukwu e Tobias Osinachi hanno pro-
fessato in perpetuo. Il Signore li guidi e li accom-
pagni con la sua benedizione. 

Tantissimi auguri al novello diacono guanelliano il 
confratello Tobias Osinachi ordinato il 19 dicem-
bre a Ibadan (Nigeria) dal vescovo della diocesi di 
Abeokuta, mons. Peter Odetoyinbo. 

Il 19 dicembre presso la Chiesa del Buon Pastore 
del Seminario Teologico Aurelio Bacciarini in 
Roma i confratelli Lunda Tshiko Victor e Ojobo 
Philemon hanno fatto la professione perpetua 
nella mani del Superiore Generale, don Umberto 
Brugnoni. Presenti numerosi confratelli, consorelle, 
Guanelliani cooperatori, familiari e amici. 

Il 20 dicembre 2025 nella chiesa San Giuseppe 
Opera Don Guanella di Via Aurelia Antica, il 
vescovo mons. Alfonso Vincenzo Amarante, Ret-
tore della Pontificia Università Lateranense, ha 
ordinato diaconi i confratelli Lunda Tshiko Victor e 
Ojobo Philemon. A loro va il nostro augurio perché 
possano sempre vivere della Parola di Dio e del 
servizio ai fratelli. Auguri ai neo diaconi! 

Il 21 dicembre 2025 i sacerdoti guanelliani Fr. Paul 
Ogene, Fr. David Melaba, Fr. Joseph Nweke, Fr. 
Ikenna Nnani, Fr. Nathan Anukam, Fr. Terna Asogo, 
Fr. Anthony Azubuike, Fr. MaryMaximus of Holy 
Eucharist, hanno celebrato insieme il loro decimo 
anniversario sacerdotale nella comunità Don 
Guanella Centre a Nnebukwu (Nigeria) alla presen-
za dei loro amici e familiari. È stata anche l’occa-

sione per inaugurare la restaurata Grotta Mariana 
della comunità di Nnebukwu. 

Dalla Delegazione  
Europea San Luigi Guanella  

Domenica 11 gennaio 2026 festa del Battesimo 
del Signore presso il Seminario minore di Jasi 
(Romania) si è tenuta l'ammissione al probandato 
del giovane rumeno Antonel Dornianu alla pre-
senza di p. Fabio Pallotta, Delegato della Dele- 
gazione Europea San Luigi Guanella. 

Domenica 8 Febbraio 2026, nella Chiesa di St. 
Antonio di Padova a Pforzheim (Germania), alla 
presenza di P. Fabio Pallotta, delegato della Dele- 
gazione Europea San Luigi Guanella, del nuovo 
Parroco di Pforzheim Pfr. Steffen Schölch, di tanti 
confratelli sacerdoti e di tanti italiani, c’è stato 
l’emozionante passaggio di consegne pastorali tra 
P. Arcangelo Biondo e P. Bonaventure Onwukwe, 
guanelliano proveniente dalla Nigeria. A P. 
Bonaventure auguriamo buon ministero. 

Dal 9 al 13 marzo nella Casa don Guanella di 
Barza d’Ispra (Va) si è tenuta l’Assemblea della 
Delegazione Europea San Luigi Guanella (Germa-
nia, Polonia, Romania e Spagna). Erano presenti 
tutti i confratelli insieme al delegato p. Fabio Pal-
lotta e al consigliere generale p. Gustavo De Bonis. 

Dalla Delegazione  
Estremo Oriente Stella Maris  

Il 29 dicembre 2025 sono stati celebrati i 25 anni 
della presenza dei padri guanelliani nella Sagrada 
Familia a Legazpi (Filippine)  

Il 6 febbraio 2026 presso la Parrocchia Ben Hai ad Ho 
Chi Minh City (Vietnam) ha emesso la Professione 
perpetua il confratello Joseph Nguyen Thanh Tam. 

L’11 febbraio è stato ordinato diacono il confratel-
lo Bro. Joseph Nguyen Thanh Tam (vietnamita) 
presso la Parrocchia St. Isidore Labrador, Philand, 
Tandang Sora, Quezon City, Manila (FILIPPINE) per 
le mani e la preghiera consacratoria del Vescovo 
emerito della Diocesi di Novaliches, Monsignor 
Antonio Realubin Tobias.  

Il 14 marzo vi è stato il pellegrinaggio quaresimale 
dei giovani guanelliani presso il Monastero Povera 
Clare di St. James The Apostolo, Malasiqui, Pan-
gasinan (Filippine) 
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Confratelli defunti 
Domenica 19 ottobre 2025, alle ore 14,00 a Bari-
Centro per Anziani, è venuto a mancare im-
provvisamente DON MARIO MARINO, di anni 87, 
appartenente alla “Casa San Luigi Guanella” in Bari. 
Il funerale è stato celebrato martedì 21 ottobre, alle 
ore 15.30, nella “Parrocchia Maria SS. Addolorata” in 
Bari. Don Mario, per espressa sua volontà, è stato 
sepolto a Ceglie Messapica (Brindisi).. 
Martedì 16 dicembre 2025, alle ore 3,00 a Bari-
Centro per Anziani, è venuto a mancare DON 
GIUSEPPE RINALDO, di anni 85, appartenente alla 
“Casa San Luigi Guanella” in Bari. Il funerale è stato 
celebrato giovedì 18 dicembre, alle ore 9, nella “Par-
rocchia Maria SS. Addolorata” in Bari. La salma è 
stata tumulata nella tomba di famiglia nel cimitero 
di Naro (AG). 

Famiglia Guanelliana  
e parenti defunti dei confratelli 

È mancato improvvisamente il 26 ottobre 2025 all’età 
di 73 anni il sig. R. Selvaraj, papà del nostro con-
fratello Fr. Francis Selvaraj, consigliere provinciale DPP 
e appartenente alla comunità di Chennai (India). 
Il 3 novembre è venuto a mancare il sig. Albert 
Ngindu Nkuba Bajikile papà del nostro confratello 
p. Emmanuel Charles Bajikile Ngindu della comunità di 
Amozoc (México). 
Il 7 novembre 2025 all’età di 63 anni è venuta a man-
care la sig.ra Inez Lazaretti Kaminski, sorella del 
nostro confratello p. Odacir Lazaretti della comunità 
Recanto Nossa Senhora de Lourdes in São Paulo 
(Brasile). 
Il 20 novembre 2025, è venuta a mancare, all’età di 84 
anni, la sig.ra Carmela Bulanti sorella di don Euge-
nio Bulanti della comunità di Nuova Olonio (Sondrio) 
Il 27 novembre 2025 è venuto a mancare il sig. Clovis 
Ilumu, fratello del nostro confratello p. Gabriel Sedar 
Ilumu della comunità di Kinshasa-Lemba (R.D. Congo). 
Il 2 dicembre è venuto a mancare, all’età di 56 anni, il 
Sig. Valerie Bakajika Ngindu fratello del confratello 

p. Emmanuel Charles Bajikile Ngindu della comunità di 
Amozoc (México). 
Il 5 dicembre 2025 è venuta a mancare, all’età di 77 
anni, la sig.ra Anna Elisa Sperotto, sorella di don 
Silvio Sperotto della comunità di Padova. 
L’8 dicembre 2025 è venuto a mancare il sig. Math-
ew, padre di p. John Paul Mathew della residenza di 
Kilinochchi (Sri Lanka) 
Il 15 dicembre 2025 è venuta a mancare, all’età di 85 
anni, la sig.ra Maria Fondrini sorella di fratel Carlo 
Fondrini della comunità di Nazareth (Israele). 
Il 21 dicembre è venuto a mancare all’età di 79 anni il 
sig. Peter Johnson Akpan, papà del nostro con-
fratello p. Johnson Emmanuel attualmente in missione 
negli USA nella diocesi di Gallup. 
Il 4 gennaio 2026 è venuto a mancare il sig. Francis 
Le Van Khai padre del nostro confratello Francis 
Xavier Le Van Toan della comunità del Seminario di 
Quezon City - Manila (Filippine). 
Il 18 gennaio 2026 alle ore 15.30 è venuto a mancare, 
all’età di 79 anni, il sig. Giuseppe Faggiano, fratello 
di don Tommaso Faggiano della comunità di Albero-
bello-Fasano.  
Il 21 gennaio 2026 in Nigeria, nel Lagos State Universi-
ty Hospital è morto il sig. Francis Uzoma, fratello del 
nostro confratello padre Bonaventure, della comunità 
di Pforzheim (Germania). 
Il 2 febbraio 2026 è venuto a mancare, all’età di 92 
anni, il sig. Luigi Casali, fratello di don Tarcisio Casali 
della comunità di Roma Casa San Giuseppe in Roma. 
Il 12 febbraio 2026 in Vietnam è venuto a mancare, 
all’età di 84 anni, il sig. Joseph, papà del confratello P. 
Joshep Pham Dinh Khiet della comunità di Noro (Isole 
Solomon). 
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Defunti

NELLA CASA DEL PADRE

Date dei prossimi Consigli Generali  
• Mercoledì 8 aprile 2026 
• Mercoledì 27 maggio 2026 
• Mercoledì 24 giugno 2026 
• Mercoledì 15 luglio 2026 



L Easter is not the search for God in the past, but the 
awareness that the Risen One is here, alive, in the present. 

May this Easter be the choice not to hide the light we carry 
within us, but to let it shine, bringing hope and life beyond 
every sealed stone and every darkness. 

A blessed Easter of true Resurrection. Best wishes! 
The Superior General and the confreres of the General council 

We are in the full joy of Easter Day… 
Heaven speaks to us of gladness, the earth in its own language 
hints at rejoicing; everything invites us to exclaim with joy: 
“Take heart, Christ Jesus has risen as He said.  
Come, all of you, to adore Jesus and to say to Him:  
alleluia, alleluia!” 
(Fr. Louis Guanella) 
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